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Witnessing Above 

Pressures and       

Personalities              

By Seth Martin Moulton 

Many times the people with-

in our circles and circum-

stances around us have the ability to constrict our 

witness as Christians. So that which we would do is 

sometimes deferred and never attempted. John 

writes in his St. John’s Gospel, Chap. 12:42-43, 

“that though many of the leaders who heard JESUS 

believed in Him, they did not openly acknowledge 

their faith in Him." Why? They did not want to be 

excommunicated from the synagogue. They pre-

ferred to be in the good graces of the Pharisees. 

Absolutely nothing should interfere with a Chris-

tian’s praise to the Lord. In the text above, the 

leaders chose to keep their membership in the syna-

gogue rather than express their witness for JESUS. 

The text says, “their preference for praise from hu-

mans was above praise from God.” They were pres-

sured and they did not let the world know they be-

long to this prophet from Galilee. 

What personalities and what pressures have held 

back your witness for the Lord? Really, no one 

should and nothing should: not a spouse, not a 

child, not a friend and not any situation however 

dire. When one praises God or takes a stance for 

Him in the face of challenges, that person is saying, 

“I put God above all.” 

Our witness for God also has another impact, it 

points others to Him. This is evangelistic. Let us re-

member that we are evangelizing without words 

many times, just living out the Gospel of Jesus. And 

there is a huge place for speaking out our witness as 

well. 

 

Team Midwest     
Conference Lay     
Organization Early 
Morning  Worship 

“My voice shalt thou hear in 
the morning, O Lord; in the morning will I direct 
my prayer unto thee and will look up.” ~ Psalm 
5:3~ 

On August 28, 2022 @ 6:00am, Metropolitan 
A.M.E. Zion Church hosted the monthly fourth 
Sunday Midwest Conference Lay Organization 
Early Morning Worship Service. 

The Praise and Worship Service via the Zoom sanc-
tuary was tremendously filled with the Holy Spirit.      

The Rev. Frankie Witherspoon brought the gospel 
from Psalm 124:8, 121:1-2, and the message was     
accompanied by the Holy Spirit. God was truly in 
the center of the worship service. 

Metropolitan has been a faithful member and the 
only A.M.E. Zion church denomination affiliated 
with the African Methodist Episcopal (A.M.E.) or-
ganization. Joining the Midwest Conference early 
morning      worship service originated with Broth-
er Israel Roseburr many years ago. As the presi-
dent of the local Lay Council he inspired the con-
nection to worship with our fellow A.M.E. Chris-
tian laity. 

Peace and Blessings, Rhonda R. Buford 

Frederick Douglass          Harriot Turman                                                                                                                                                                             

  James Varick             Willa Mae Rice 
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